





How To Teach Your Child To Read: _

Children learn to read at different ages. Some children as young as 4
years can begin learning some reading basics while others will not be
receptive until they reach kindergarten age. Parents set the stage for reading
early in a child’s life by reading aloud to him from birth. Hearing another
person read gives the child words for his listening vocabulary. By listening to
others, a child will leamm what new words mean. This is especially important
as when a child begins sounding out words for himself he must do it so.that he
obtains meaning. Parents also must model good behaviors to a child. If a
child sees that his parents spend time reading, he will come to know thatitis a
pleasurable and necessary thing to do.

Different ages of children have different amounts of time that they are
able to sit still and pay attention in a learning setting. From experience I know
that an activity only holds the interest of a kindergarten age child for about 15
minutes. A first grade age child will usually be able to concentrate on the
same task for about 30 minutes if properly trained. In spite of this, I have
successfully taught kindergarten and first grade children to read for many
years. 1 hold a degree as a teacher and certified reading specialist and am now
the principal of a successful phonics based school. In these pages I will
briefly share some ideas that have taken me years of study to develop.

Some people hold off on reading instruction until a child is able to tell
“all of the alphabet names for letters.  While knowing the alphabet is an
important skill, it is not necessary for reading. Some people believe that a
child must be able to consistently tell the difference between left and right
before he can read. This is a necessary skill however, it can be developed
through reading instruction. '

' After many years of research I have concluded that phonics skills are
important for reading and spelling. [ realize that a debate between the value
of having children memorize whole words verses having them learn how to
sound out parts of words, has gone on for many years. To thoroughly
examine all of the pros and cons would take much more time and space than 1
" have available. Nevertheless, I pose to you the following question.
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Which do you think would take the least amount of time? W O UL D it take
less timetome morize 70-74 combinations of letters and what they sound
like or would it take less time to memorize every common word in the English
language? For this reason, even educators who believe in “Whole Language”™
and other types of programs concede that phonics skills are necessary.

One of the terms that 1 will be using quite often in this pamphlet is the
word phonogram. According to Romalda Spalding as stated in her book “The
Writing Road to Reading”, “A phonogram is a single letter or a fixed
combination of two, three or four letters which is the symbol for one sound in
a given word.” Phonograms may be made up of single or multiple letter
combinations. What follows are common phonogram combinations identified
by reading educators such as Orton and Spalding. 1 am listing them in the
recommended teaching order of the Spalding phonetic method. However, one
should follow the guidelines of your curriculum guide if this recommended
order is not followed. The first 26 phonograms are the letters of the alphabet.
The letters a, ¢, d, £, g, 0, 5, gu {qu is taught together as g is not found by itself
in words) are taught together as they are written from a similar starting point
in many handwriting methods. After the correct formation of the circle letter
is taught the rest of the alphabet letters should be interlocking.

The phonograms er, ir, ur, wor (or says this sound when a w is in front
of it) “ear” and “our” as in the word courage all say “er”. After the ers are
mastered other combinations are introduced. Specific directions for teaching
these sounds are found in “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” A and B, and
“FUN WITH WORD READING” and will be discussed in more depth later in
this pamphlet. .

The problem with the phonics instruction that you or I may have been
given as children, was that it consisted of a number of rules to memorize that
might not be true enough of the time to be useful. .For this reason, I
recommend a program that doesn’ti ust focus on rules to memorize, but also
encourages children to learn the sounds of single and multiple letter
combinations. Such programs include, but are not, limited to,
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the Spalding, Riggs, Slingerland and Dettner phonetic methods.

All of these methods agree that children must learn the sounds that the
letters of the alphabet make. These are most effectively practiced by the use
of flash cards. Cards can be made by taking an
index card and printing an alphabet letter on it with one letter per card.
Usually it is best to use lower case letters. Capital letters are only used
at the beginning of names, titles, or sentences. This can be explained to a
child from an early age. Even when a child learns to write his name, there is
little logic for having him learn to write it in all capital letters. Capital letters
should be taught to a child after he has learned to write the lower case form.
While it will be necessary to teach a child the capital letter that is needed for
his name, other capitals will not be needed until sentences, proper names and
other related concepts are explained. |

L1 b

When you come to “q” in the alphabet it is suggested that it be written
as “qu”. This is because you do not usually see a “g” in words without a “u”
following it. If your selected phonics method gives directions on how to print
letters these directions should be followed when you make up the flash cards.
If you use the book “The Writing Road to Reading” flash cards are included in
the book.

After you have made a set of flash cards you are ready to begin
instruction. However, flash card drill is not enough. As a teacher, you will
need to plan lessons that are exciting and involve a child’s many senses. It
may seem difficult finding the right teaching materials to use. This is why I
developed “FUN WITH PHONOGRAM?” products. “THE PHONOGRAM
CIRCUS” contains songs, stories and pictures to teach letter sounds. These
would be very useful for working with young children. The kit also contains
paper with graphics and handwriting space to practice writing on. Pages for
identifying pictures that begin with certain sounds are also included as well as
pages that will aid a child in recognizing beginning, middle and ending word
sounds. By also using “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS”, Set A, a child can
have further experiences in cutting sorting and pasting. How to use these or
similar materials in your curriculum is described below.




4

Writing the letters and recognizing the sounds are taught at the same
time. Because of this, your child will need to learn how to hold a pencil.
When learning to write, a standard size pencil should be used. Even a young
child should not need to use ajumbo size pencil. A six sided pencil works
best as there are flat spots to rest your fingers on.

In the past [ was taught that young children needed to form the letters
large. Because of this, extra wide ruled paper was used. However writing’
letters too big forces a child to draw letters rather than write them. For this
reason I suggest starting on paper with the lines no more than 5/8 of an inch
apart. Some people like paper with the blue dotted line down the middle.” I
feel that it distracts some children and is not needed as children can learn to
i udge distances for letters themselves. However T do not feel that this is an
important issue. ‘ '

Some writing methods tell you to form letters from letters from a
specific place such as 2 on an imaginary clock. Because of this for a few days
before drilling on flash cards a child could practice forming circles from this
starting point and making lines that start at the top of a line and go down.
Care should be taken to insist on proper pencil and paper position.

Now you are ready to begin introducing the flash cards. Introduce 3 or
4 cards a week depending on your child. Don’tj ust do one card a week. Hold
up the cards and say the sound that the letter makes. Encourage your child to

repeat the sound after you but soon progress to the point where your child
makes the sound when he sees the card.
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After the cards have been drilled pick one of them a day to cover in
depth. Show a child how to form the letter. Have them practice forming it in
the air while you model writing it on the board or a large paper. Young
children can benefit by forming letters in a “Salt Box™ or “Dippity Do Bag”.

To make a “Salt Box” get a shoe box lid and fill 1t with table salt about
1/4 inch deep. Children can form the letters in the salt saying the sound that
the letter makes at the same time. To make a “Dippity
Do Bag” you need a plastic sandwich bag that seals well, some food coloring
and hair gel. Add the food coloring to 4 or 5 tablespoons of hair gel. Place 4
tablespoons of gel in the bag and seal it. Just like in the salt box, a child can
form letters in the gel and wipe it away when he is done. After practice in
these medias, children can write the letters on the lined paper.

Even at the beginning, teach children how to put space between letters.
~ For kindergartners I tell them to make the letters close together but not
touching. Between words I have them put a space the width of their little
finger. If you are using “THE PHONOGRAM CIRCUS” you can copy the
letter writing pages to practice on, Children also en oy coloring the pictures

when they are done.

AL
% Q\'\‘BJ mq‘s,'.‘ll'qn
R [ E:

5 ‘ ?‘

4\ o
I oAty
eptoh =
// : G
oA ?z)::a”;,‘ :
cd & .8

Adults and children Sometimes learn things better if they are set to
rhyme or music. You may have heard of programs such as “Hooked On
Phonics” where reading instruction is set to music.



PHONOGRAM CIRCUS”. 1If you are using a program such as “THE
PHONOGRAM CIRCUS” play the song and story for the letter that you are
introducing and hold up the picture or play the songs yourself if you have a
full teaching kit. A fun way to practice the songs after you have heard them a
few times, is to hold up the flash card that you made and have the child
produce the letter sound at the proper time in the song or story. The goal is
for children to see the letter and be able to make the sound by seeing the letter.
You do not want a child to have to visualize a picture in order to know what a
" letter sounds like. Stories and pictures should not be over emphasized to the
point where a child must think of the story before he can say the letter sound.
Also to reinforce the sound I would use a picture page like those found in
“THE PHONOGRAM CIRCUS” kit. An example of such a page is pictured

here. . B i '
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Find the picture page that goes with the letter and run it off. If you
don’t have a kit you could put together a page yourself with pictures on it of
things that begin with the sound of the phonogram that you are studying.
Include some pictures of things that do not begin with the phonogram. In the
case where there are multiple sounds of the phonogram you can make a page
using all of the sounds or concentrate on one sound at a time depending on
how well your child understands the concept. An adult will say the names of
the pictures and the child circles the picture if it begins with the phonogram
sound. These types of activities force children to listen carefully to sounds in
words. The above types of activities are important as a child needs to hear the
differences between beginning, ending, and middle sounds in words.

Another way to practice this skill would be by using a cut and paste
type page. In “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” Set A 1-26 I have made cut
and paste pages teaching the multiple sounds of alphabet letters. The pages
start off simple with a few things to cut out and sort and gradually get more
difficult. Cutting is an important skill for a young child as it strengthens
muscles that are used for writing. Sorting and classifying are other important -
thinking skills. Here is a sample page from “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS”
Set A 1-26. U ——————
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If I was using a page like the sample one with a kindergartner or
preschooler I would have the teacher or parent read the words to the child and
have the child say the beginning sound that he hears. If that is done correctly
the child could color the piece the proper color. In the sample there are 3 -
sounds for “a” so the food would be colored one of 3 colors. The tunnels
would be colored accordingly. === =

In many methods the first multiple letter phonograms that are
introduced are the 5 spellings of “er”. These can be remembered by a
sentence such as “Her first nurse works early.”. Some phonetic methods teach
you another spelling of “er” as in this sentence “Her first church earns
courage.” The phonogram cards can be drilled in oral and written form to
learn these multiple spellings of the same sound. In “FUN WITH
PHONOGRAMS?” I have developed cut and paste papers where children look
at words, underline the phongrams, cut out the words and sort them to create a
craft prg ect which can also be used for word blending. Detailed directions
appear in the packet. In “FUN WITH HANDWRITING” 1 provide writing
paper with graphics that can be used to practice dictation or writing words that
contain this phonogram. After spending one or two weeks on the “er”
phonograms I would continue to introduce the multiple letter phonograms at -
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the rate of 3-4 a week. Each day we would say the phonogram sounds from
the cards, practice writing them on a “FUN WITH PHONOGRAM
HANDWRITING” page reviewing single letter phonograms as well as
introducing the new ones. [ would also complete an appropriate cut and paste
page from “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” Set B 27-54 and if possible play
one of the games or activities that were mentioned earlier.

Making learning fun and providing a variety of exciting activities is
very important when working with young children. Younger students tend to
‘have shorter attention spans than older children. Because of this, it is
important to have a wide variety of materials that present a concept in many
ways. Experts say that it can take as many as eleven practice sessions in order
for a skill to. be transferred from short term into long term memory. For this
reason “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” has developed a variety of products
that review similar concepts. In order to effectively teach the multiple letter
phonograms [ would suggest playing the songs and stories from the
Phonogram Zoo tape. After the song and story has been imtroduced pages
from “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” set B and C as well as ‘FUN WITH
HANDWRITING” could be used. If a child has already been exposed to the
above materials we have developed cut and
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paste pages to go along with the Phonogram Zoo songs and stories.

“FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS WORD
READING” 1s our newest product.

It features 46 manipulatives for children
to make encouraging word reading.

7 After the first 54 phonograms have been learned I would begin formal
reading and spelling instruction. It is helpful if children can learn to spell and
recognize the most commonly used words in our language so that they have
success in reading. The book “The Writing Road to Reading” including the
Ayres spelling list. Bonnie Dettner has also researched the most frequently
used words and has come up with a list that fits in closely with today’s
reading culture. At any rate make sure that a child learns to pronounce words
correctly for spelling and spells by using sounds not alphabet names for
letters. The Spalding method recommends working on 30 words per week
from the Ayres list. When 150 words have been entered in the spelling
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notebook then formal reading instruction begins.

The books that a child begins reading must be at an appropriate
difficulty level. [ recommend starting children off reading books at a pre-
primer level progressing immediately to good quality literature. Author
Margaret Hillert writes some books that are suitable for young readers. The
public library may also be able to give you suggestions What follows are
some books that my young readers have enjoyed:

Green Fggs and Ham Frog and Toad are Friends
Are' ou M Mother? 7 Wh Can't1Fl7?

Owl at Homg Fire Cat

Tend -les u onTom Samm  the Seal

Put Me InThe Zoo ~ Liitle Bear

The Car{;ot Seed Teach us Amelia Bedilia
Go Dog Go - Who Goes to School?

Once a Lullab e Are You There Bear?

~There’s a Wocket in M Pocket
I Want to be Somebod New

One Fish Two Fish Réd Fish Blue
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In kindergarten I would strive to have children almost master the first
54 phonograms and begin to read. If I was using a spelling list such as the
Ayres list 1 would enter sections A-H. First graders or even eager
kindergartners could learn phonograms 54-70. '

If a child has had a phonogram program in kindergarten with a
minimal review he will be ready to learn some new phonograms. I have even
exposed kindergarten age children to phonograms 34-70 through card drill,
dictation and cut and paste type activities such as those found in my books
“FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS C” and “FUN WITH WORD READING”.
The book “FUN WITH HANDWRITING” also includes handwriting pages
and graphics that are designed for teaching these phonograms. Both “FUN
WITH PHONOGRAMS C” and “FUN WITH WORD READING”. give
detailed lesson plans to use with these phonograms. The phonograms are
listed as follows: “ey”, “igh”, “ei”, “cigh”, “ie”, “kn”, “gn”, “dge”, “wr”, “oe”,
“ph”, “gh”, “ti”, “ci”, “si”, “ough”and “gu” and *“tch” if you are using the
Riggs or Dettner methods.

For a kindergarten age child I would introduce about 2-3 of these new
phonograms a week while continuing to review old phonograms by writing
and reading them in groups of no more than 30 at a time. I would do a
different cut and paste activity from “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” Set C
54-72 to help introduce them. First grade age children or even second graders
may erl oy reviewing the multiple letter phonograms by doing activities from
“FUN WITH WORD READING”. These word wheels can be made and the
words can be used in sentences, stories or other creative activities.

' By this time children should be reading, spelling, writing stories and

papers, and working on comprehension or listening activities. Some good ' -

resources for reading include “Test Lessons in Primary Reading” by McCall
Harby published by Teachers College Press. These can be obtained through
the Spalding Education Foundation, 5930 West Greenway, Suite 4, Glendale,
Arizona 85306. The Spalding Foundation also offers many products such as
the Morrison McCall Spelling Scale which can be used to determine the
appropriate place for a child to begin on the Ayres list. '



C;'n}; bLanz®-

Thia i:.Wrir.k'lL"lg o

These pages are from “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS B”. They have been
reduced so that both pages fit on a page. Students improve motor skills by
cutting and pasting the pieces. They learn basic reading as they sort words for
a common phonogram.

FUN WITH PHONOGRAM PRODUCT GUIDE

Single Letter Phonogram Instruction:

THE PHONOGRAM CIRCUS KIT
Contents: tape, stories, pictures, handwriting pages, song music, picture pages
and other activities for teaching the single letter phonograms

FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS, Set A 1-26
Contents: 26 cut and paste activities for teaching the alphabet letter
phonograms to kindergarten or first grade children !
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Multiple Letter Phonoeram Instruction
FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS, Set B 27-54
Contents: directions and cut and paste activities for teaching 28 multiple letter
phonogram combinations

FUN WITH HANDWRITING

Contents: handwriting pages to provide dictation space for 44 multiple letter
phonograms and should be used with “FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS” Set A
and B

FUN WITH PHONOGRAMS, Set C 54-72 _
Contents: directions and cut and paste activities for teaching the last set of
multiple letter phonogram combinations

FUN WITH WORD READING
Contents: craft manipulatives that you can make to teach all multiple letter
phonograms combinations.

THE PHONOGRAM ZOO
Contents: tape with songs, stories and pictures for teachmg the multiple letter
phonograms

PHONOGRAM CIRCUS CUT AND PASTE
Contents: cut and paste pages designed to be used with the “PHONOGRAM
CIRCUS” songs and stories

PHONOGRAM ZOO CUT AND PASTE

Contents: handwriting pages and cut and paste manipulatives designed to
correlate with songs and stories introduced in the “PHONOGRAM Z00”
. Tape.

TO ORDER YOU MAY WRITE OR CALL

Cindy Franklin

880 Bryce Canyon Drive

Prescott, Arizona 86303
(320) 771-0033 or {320) 266-6745
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SUGGESTED TIMELINE

Here are some suggested timelines to follow when planning
instruction. These are my personal opinions and are not backed up with
scientific study. Remember that these plans could be accelerated or slowed
down depending on the child’s needs. '

KINDERGARTEN

Introduce all single letter phonograms by the beginning of December.
Introduce the multiple letter phonograms until you have taught a total of 54
phonograms by March. Begin spelling instruction and reading instruction
learning 10 spelling words a week increasing to 15. Review all phonograms
and expose students to 1 or 2 mnew phonograms per week. While
kindergartners should not necessarily be given formal spelling tests, writing
and reading new words builds vocabulary.

FIRST GRADE -

In August and part of September review the single letter phonograms.
Review or introduce multiple letter phonograms up to number 54 by mid
October. Using a spelling list of high frequency spelling words, learn 30
spelling words a week. In this way you will learn enough words, rules and
phonogram combinations to be reading books before the end of December.
Follow your prescribed program learning new spelling words at the same rate.
Learn all 70-74 phonogram combinations at the same time. Work on sentence
construction, dictation and other writing activities. Your child will be well on
- his way toward learning your chosen curriculum of study.
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received her Bachelors Degree from Grand Canyon University and went on to
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and performing music. Cindy did all of the art work for the “FUN WITH
PHONOGRAMS” serics as well as composing the songs for the
“PHONOGRAM CIRCUS” and the “PHONOGRAM Z0O0O”.

FROM THE AUTHOR

I hope you have erj oyed this brief pamphlet on teaching children to
read. Previously in this document the “FUN WITH PHONOGRAM?”
products are listed in the sequential order in which they would be used in this
process. Please take note that while phonetic methods such as Dettner, Riggs
and Spalding were mentioned in this publication that these organizations in no
way endorse the “FUN WITH PHONOGRAM? products.

Yours in Education,
Cindy Davis Franklin






