
Franklin Phonetic School-Board Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 27, 2020 

Meeting at: Franklin Phonetic Primary School, 6116 E. Hwy 69, Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
Call to order:  
3:47 
Present: Becky Fitch, Cindy Franklin, Tom Franklin, Melanie Arcuri 
Phone Participation: Christina Gabaldon, Audrey Wright 
Not Present: Kelly Hawley, Traci Lira, Neil Wright, Alison Alva 
New Board Members: Mallory Woods, Dusti Lewis-Richter 
 
Approval of the prior minutes:  
Motion to approve prior minutes made by Audrey Wright, seconded by Tom Franklin, and passed 
unanimously. 
New Business: 

● Financial Report for Prescott Valley and Sunnyslope: 
Need to clarify monthly budget report with Alison.  The schools must have 45 days cash on 
hand.  Last year the schools only had 18 days worth. It was discussed to re-evaluate our 301 
distributions in order to be able to have the required amount of cash on hand. Directions for 
distribution of the 301 monies is that 20 % taken off top for teacher base pay, 40% general 
maintenance and operations which include many aspects including class reductions (utilizing 
aides), and 40% merit pay.  Sunnyslope has loan on house to get money to have the required 
cash on hand in addition to possibly pulling from 301 monies. Two of the school’s investors 
have signed off.  If we do not get approved for a building permit we will lose $600,000.  The 
school has paid $50,000 in property taxes due to not having the site and building as per the 
Town of Prescott Valley.  

 
● Resignation Letter from Parent Representative, Traci Lira- Motion to accept Mrs.Lira’s 

resignation and to recognize Mallory Woods as our new parent representative was made by 
Melanie Arcuri, seconded by Audrey Wright and passed unanimously.  

 
● Resignation of Staff Representative Kelly Hawley, no longer employed at Franklin School- 

Motion to accept Mrs. Hawley’s resignation and to recognize Dusti Lewis-Richter as our new 
staff representative was made by Christina Gabaldon, seconded by Melanie Arcuri and passed 
unanimously. 

 
● Approval for both the 2020-2021 Calendars for Prescott Valley and Sunnyslope.  A motion to 

approve both of the calendars was made by Mallory Woods, seconded by Dusti Lewis-Richter 
and passed unanimously.  

 
● Proposed policy regarding parents requesting specific teachers for the following school-year. 

(See board packet)  A motion to approve this measure going in the student handbook and into 
our school newsletter was made by Becky Fitch, seconded by Christina Gabaldon and was 
unanimously passed. 

 
● Grievance Complaint-Becky Fitch’s response: The school has held a refresher training 

reminding staff that anytime a parent requests an IEP or any additional assistance, the student 
name must be given to both the SPED Director and the Principal. In the future, the school will 
stress the importance of notifying the correct staff members during the back to school meetings 



in July and will also provide a refresher training every year in January. Additionally, since it 
appears the original email was deleted by the teacher, the school has sent a notice to the staff 
reminding them that contact between parents and teachers cannot be deleted and that all 
communication needs to include the appropriate Principal as well. I am going to ask the school's 
IT Manager to try and set up an automatic response where the Principals are looped in from the 
beginning and ask him to try to eliminate the automatic emptying of the trash in staff emails.  

 
● Discussion regarding 9-week incentive for teachers/aide who are not absent from work.  This 

issue was tabled until next school year. 
 
Old Business: 
 

● Update from Alison regarding setting up direct deposit for grant reimbursements was tabled 
again due to Alison not being at this meeting. 

 
● Draft addition to Cell Phone Policy for Prescott Valley: 

Before we make any changes to our policy, we need to read what our current policy says. This 
addition was tabled again. 

 
● Sunnyslope update 

Enrollment is steady. 
 

● Prescott Valley update 
Enrollment for next year has begun. 

 
● Prescott Valley Construction update 

Currently the proposed cost of the building is $1,000,000, the school has $600,000 left from the 
original bond due to legal fees, changes and re-submittals.  Building(s) need to be up by 7/31/20 
as per bond agreement.  The Franklins will try to get an extension for next Christmas.  Water 
main has been moved by the Town of Prescott Valley.  Plans for the new building were 
re-submitted (8th time) 2/26/20.  The Town of Prescott Valley will not accept a plot plan without 
detailed inside plans for site and building.  The School cannot get a permit to fence in the lots 
because we need bathrooms, and a building and sidewalks. 

 
Topics for Next Meeting: 
 

● 301 Monies 
 

● Accurate actual monthly account of school finances 
 
 
Next meeting: 
March, 19, 2020 @ 3:30 
Adjourn: 
Motion to adjourn at 4:33 made by Becky Fitch, seconded by Audrey Wright, and passed unanimously. 


